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Project R&R: Release and Restitution for ChimpaszeeJ.S. Laboratories, whose advisory
board of chimpanzee experts includes twelve orgéioas with a combined membership of
500,000, respectfully submits testimony on our faggriority.

We request that federal funding for breeding chinzgas for research, or for projects that

require breeding, be terminated. We do so for éleviing reasons:

e A“surplus” of chimpanzees has resulted from owareling in the 1980s for HIV/AIDS research
and later findings that they are a poor HIV/AIDSdeb*

e There are enough chimpanzees to address existiegafiey funded research.

e As aresult of the “surplus,” the government fuadsational sanctuary syste?n.

e The current population costs about 11 million fedldollars per year.

e Breeding more chimpanzees increases taxpayersidiaigburden.

e Expansion of the population compounds existing eomg about their quality of care.

¢ While there is a breeding moratorium, NIH still isnresearch projects requiring breedl‘hg.

e The public is concerned about the use of chimpaniresesearch.

Background: Of an estimated 1,300 chimpanzees in laboratamiéisel United States today,
approximately 850 are federally owned or supportedhe mid-1990s, the National Research
Council (NRC) made recommendations to addressdingplus” that included a moratorium on
breeding federally-owned or supported chimpanzeeatfleast five years(implemented in
1995). The National Advisory Research Resourcesi€ihuvhich advises NCRR on funding
activities, policies, and program, met on 09/1568 recommended that NCRR extend the
moratorium to 12/07. The recommendation was acdéptaeasons included the high costs
associated with care and the fact that chimparaeea poor model for human HIV research.

Circumventing the moratoriumbDespite the moratorium, NIH funds research pitsjeequiring

breeding. For example, the National Institute déAJy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
maintains a contract with the New Iberia Researeht& (NIRC) to provide 10 to 12 infants
annually for research. The ten year contractledtit_easing of chimpanzees for the conduct of

research” was allotted over $22 million ($3.9 roiflihas been spent since 2002).



NIRC has also received $5.47 million from 09/0@8305 for a grant from NCRR to maintain
138 chimpanzees for breeding. NIH/NCRR spends ti@me $1 million annually to maintain
the NIRC breeding colony? These grants result in $9 million going to breeielated

activities at NIRC alone since 2000.
Such expenditures circumvent the intent of thedirgemoratorium, compelling the need to
prevent the growing financial burden of increasmgnbers of chimpanzees, particularly since,

by the government’s own admission, a “surplus” adreexists.

Costs for chimpanzee maintenandéhe cost of care for chimpanzees is a major aonce

particularly with NIH’s tightening budget. In 199 Institute for Laboratory Animal Research
(ILAR) published a study that projected the futoosts of maintaining chimpanzees in U.S.
researcH! ILAR, a division of the National Academies of &aie, functions as “an advisor to
the federal government, the biomedical researctnmomity, and the public.*?

The ILAR study examined the per diem costs of thisting population of chimpanzees at six
facilities. Taking into account a variety of facd@uch as longevity, distribution of sex, and
complexity of care, it projected costs of maintagthe present colony over the next 60 years.
To account for inflation, an annual 4% increase imasrporated, corresponding approximately
to the Biomedical Research and Development Pridexn

The results of the study indicated that the lifetioost of maintaining chimpanzees over the next
60 years — the approximate lifespan of chimpanireeaptivity — will exceed $3.14 billion. The
1995 projection, however, was based on a populatidnd47 chimpanzees. The present
population of federally owned or supported chimpazin 2006, due to implementation of the
partial breeding moratorium in 1995 and the closthe Coulston Foundation in 2002, stands
closer to 850. This represents approximately 59%h®fl,447 number used in ILAR’s

projection. Thus we can estimate the cost of th&tieg colony to be $1.85 billion.

The ILAR projection also concluded that the cur2d®6 annual costs would be approximately
$18.8 million. Adjusting this number by 59% resufts$11 million spent in 2006 alone to

maintain chimpanzees for research.



It is important to note that $11 million represeoitdy a partial estimate of the entire federal
expenditure for chimpanzee research. The total latipn of U.S. chimpanzees available for
research is estimated at 1,300. Approximately 5G0ese chimpanzees are privately owned.
Privately owned chimpanzees are also partially &ahioly federal research dollars. Therefore, the
2006 estimate of annual expenditure actually exe&&d million by an undetermined amount.

Delivery of care: USDA inspection reports indicate that facilitlesusing chimpanzees for

research are not adequately meeting basic housedsn Inspection reports for the NIRC 2004
showed some chimpanzees being housed in lessht@aminimal space requirementshe

facility was given one year to correct the non-cbamee, which needed to be further extended
as construction of new housing facilities was siilt completed. NIRC was also cited 7 times
during its 12/04 inspection for improperly santigicages and living quarters, as well as for

failing to provide adequate environment enhancement

Inspection reports filed on the Southwest Founddito Biomedical Research and the Yerkes
Primate Facility, both National Primate Researcht€es, also demonstrate multiple non-
compliant items for failing to keep chimpanzee aneawvell-maintained condition, and failing to
maintain safe facilities free of dangers due toegiair.

A poor model: It is widely agreed within the scientific commtynihat chimpanzees are a poor
model for HIV. Years of research demonstrated Higtinfected chimpanzees do not develop
AIDS. Similarly, while chimpanzees are used in eatrhepatitis C research, they do not model
the course of the human disease. The decodingaiitimpanzee genome pointed out
similarities as well as differences between hunatschimpanzees. Some of those greatest
differences relate to the immune systéfSuch differences question the validity of using
chimpanzees in infectious disease research, fuatigeling the need to curb populations and
costs.

Ethical concernsThe U.S. public is concerned about the use afhphinzees in research

because of their intellectual, emotional and sagmilarities to humans. A 2005 poll conducted
by the Humane Research Council revealed that 4fdu{83%) of the U.S. public recognize
chimpanzees as highly intelligent, social individuaho have an extensive capacity to
communicate. A full 71% of Americans support thease of chimpanzees if they have been
used in research for more than 10 yeHra 2001 poll conducted by Zogby International



showed that 90% of Americans believe it is unacelptto confine chimpanzees in government-
approved caged®

Conclusion: We respectfully request that the following lang@@ppear in the House Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education and Relateshéigs Appropriations Subcommittee
Report for Fiscal Year 2007:

“None of these funds shall be used for the breedaighimpanzees or research

projects that require the breeding of chimpanzees.”

We hope the Committee will accommodate this mockzgiest that will save the
government substantial money, benefit chimpanzaesallay some concerns of the public at
large. Thank you for your consideration.
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